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Main biodiversity interest of the site  
The site comprises a mosaic of habitats situated on the valley sides of Newton Beck.  The site is 
an area of disused farmland which has undergone natural succession and has been planted in 
places with trees.  Habitats present on the site include: 
 
 Woodland (semi-natural woodland, secondary woodland and areas of amenity tree planting) 
 Scrub 
 Scattered trees 
 Neutral grassland 
 Acidic grassland 
 Tall unmanaged swamp / fen habitat and brookside vegetation 
 Tall ruderal herb communities 
 Running water  

 
The site was primarily identified as a Biological Heritage Site due to the presence of semi-natural 
species rich grassland.  The swamp / fen habitat alongside the brook, the semi-natural woodland 
in the south and the scattered scrub and trees across the valley all add to the wildlife value of the 
valley.  In addition to the biodiversity value of these habitats in their own right, the intimate mosaic 
of the different habitats will provide good feeding, sheltering, roosting and breeding opportunities 
for invertebrates, small mammals and birds.  The grassland, and probably the swamp / fen habitat, 
are ancient in origin and have survived as they have escaped agricultural intensification / 
"improvement".   
 
A pond was present in the valley bottom in the far west of the site during the 1994 survey.  No 
ponds where observed during this 2010 survey. 
  
Grassland 
Areas of grassland supporting a wide variety of grasses and flowers are now rare both nationally 
and within Lancashire.  As well as being important for the flowers themselves, these grasslands 
also support a wide range of insects, birds and small mammals.   
 
Since 1930, 97% of England’s traditional wild flower grasslands have disappeared.  They have 
mainly been lost due to agricultural improvement (application of fertilisers, drainage, ploughing and 
re-seeding).  Other causes for loss of these grasslands include residential / industrial / road 
development, afforestation and lack of management leading to natural successional and scrub 
encroachment. 
 
Due to their rarity and high value to wildlife, areas of species rich semi-natural grassland are a 
national priority for conservation. 
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Woodland 
The majority of Lancashire was covered in woodland around 4000-5000 years ago. This woodland 
had existed since the last ice age and much of the county’s wildlife thrived within it. 
 
Today, only about 3.5% of Lancashire supports woodland.  This includes broad-leaved and 
coniferous woodland both semi-natural and planted.  This reduction in woodland has resulted in 
the loss or decline of many plant and animal species.  Those native woodlands that remain are 
therefore in need of careful protection.  Many of the most important woods for wildlife in 
Lancashire are Biological Heritage Sites. 
 
Swamps and fens 
Swamps and fens receive water and nutrients from water flowing through the ground as well as 
from rainfall.  They have a high water table, which sits at or above ground level for at least part of 
the year.  Swamp and tall herb fen vegetation provides cover, nesting sites and feeding habitat for 
a number of birds.  This habitat also supports a variety of invertebrates, including uncommon 
species.   
 
Current condition of the site 
 
The site is unmanaged and is therefore undergoing natural succession.  Given time and continued 
lack of management the abundance of ruderal herbs, such as Rosebay Willowherb, and scrub will 
increase with a corresponding overall loss of biological diversity.  Ultimately the site will develop 
into woodland.  The grassland habitat in particular is threatened by this lack of management as 
grassland requires management to maintain its diversity of plant species and therefore its value to 
native fauna.  The edges of the grassland areas have developed into rank grassland and tall 
ruderal herb communities with species such as Rosebay Willowherb now abundant.  Bramble 
scrub is encroaching into the grassland from the edges and a number of saplings have self 
seeded across the grassland.  Where the more open grassland habitat still remains, it is mostly a 
thick rank sward which is shading out the herbs.   Areas of more species rich grassland remain on 
the thinner soils found on the lower slope of the northern valley side. 
 
A mixture of non native and native tree planting has been carried out on the upper slopes of the 
valley sides and in places to the east of the amenity grassland.  The ground flora under and along 
the edges of these areas comprise rough grassland and tall ruderal herb communities.     
 
A number of stands of non native and highly invasive Japanese Knotweed were observed to the 
south of the amenity grassland (see map).  Unfortunately trampled desire lines pass through this 
area and Japanese Knotweed is trampled out onto the amenity mown grassland area to the west 
of the site.   
 
Detailed description of the site (please see map for compartment locations) 
 
The different habitats on the site merge gradually into each other.  In addition the site is fairly large 
site and was surveyed in a day.  The boundaries between the compartments are therefore 
indications of where the habitat changes rather than definite boundaries.       
 
Compartment 1 - Tall swamp/ fen community   
Tall swamp vegetation is present on both sides of the brook.  This habitat is mainly dominated by 
Reed Canary-grass with Tufted Hair-grass, False Oat-grass, Creeping Soft-grass, Yorkshire-fog, 
Rough Meadow-grass and Sweet Vernal-grass.  Compact Rush, Soft-rush and Jointed Rush were 
recorded.  Herbs present include Meadow Vetchling, Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil, Marsh Willowherb, 
Red Campion, Greater Burnet (frequent in places), Flag Iris (observed in one place only), 
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Foxglove, Common Sorrel, Creeping Buttercup, Wild Angelica, Marsh Thistle, Tufted Vetch, 
Hemlock Water-dropwort, Common Ragwort, Meadowsweet and Amphibious Bistort (rare). 
 
These areas also support tall ruderal herbs such as Creeping Thistle, Bramble, Cleavers, 
Common Nettle, Common Hogweed, Broad-leaved Dock and Rosebay Willowherb. 
 
Compartment 2 – Scrub 
Patches of scrub are present in places alongside the brook and scattered through the Tall ruderal  
herb and grassland edges.  These areas support species such as Bramble, Oak, Willow, 
Blackthorn, Hawthorn, Oak, Red Campion, Herb-Robert, Cow Parsley and False Oat-grass.   
 
Scrub margins between woodland and grassland, and the scrub edges within more open habitat, 
are of considerable wildlife value (e.g. for basking butterflies, breeding birds etc).  
 
Compartment 3 - Tall ruderal herbs / rough grassland 
This community is frequent through the site and is of limited value to biodiversity.   
Dominated by Rosebay Willowherb with abundant False Oat-grass, Common Hogweed, Creeping 
Thistle, Common Nettle, Cleavers, Bramble (at times more dominant) and scattered Hawthorn, 
Rough Meadow-grass, Yorkshire-fog, Reed Canary-grass, Rye-grass, Common Bent, Tufted Hair-
grass, Meadow and Creeping Buttercup, Field Horsetail, Meadow Vetchling, Red Campion and 
Common Ragwort are also present.  
 
Compartment 4 - Acidic grassland 
This is a small area of acidic grassland situated on a warm, sheltered north facing slope.   
In the south the sward is longer and is dominated by tufts of Purple Moor-grass.  In the north the 
sward is shorter and appears to be of high value to invertebrates. 
 
Species recorded in this area include Purple Moor-grass, Wavy Hair-grass, Tormentil, Sweet 
Vernal-grass, Field Wood-rush, Greater Burnet (frequent in places), Sheep's Fescue, Compact 
Rush, Yorkshire-fog, Common Sorrel, Tufted Hair-grass, Wild Angelica, Common Hogweed, False 
Oat-grass, Rosebay Willowherb, Common Bent, Creeping Soft-grass and some small oak 
saplings.  
 
Compartment 5 – Secondary / plantation woodland 
The areas of woodland on the upper slopes within the main western square of the site are a 
mixture of planted native and non native amenity trees with some apparent secondary woodland 
development.   
 
The tree and shrub species in these areas are a mixture of natives, such as Oak, Hazel (old hazel 
coppice present), Ash, Rowan, Birch, Willow, Elder, Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Bramble, and non 
natives such as Aspen, Sweet Chestnut, Norway Maple, Common Lime (?), a possible alien 
dogwood and cultivated Rowan (?).   
 
The ground flora is sparse / not present in places where the tree canopy is dense.  Where the 
canopy is more open and on woodland edges the ground flora comprises Tufted Hair-grass, False 
Oat-grass, Rosebay Willowherb, Meadow Foxtail, Soft-rush, Common Figwort, Great Willowherb, 
Red Campion, Hedge Woundwort, Broad-leaved Dock, Common Nettle, Cleavers, Common 
Hogweed, Creeping Buttercup, Foxglove, Male-fern, Wood Avens, Broad Buckler-fern and 
Creeping Soft-grass.  
 
A number of Speckled Wood butterflies were seen along wooded edges. 
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To the south of the amenity grassland  
The area just south of the amenity grassland comprises blocks of non native tree planting (mainly 
Aspen) with blocks of Willow and Hazel over tall unmanaged False Oat-grass grassland with tall 
ruderal herbs.   
 
A large clump of non native invasive Japanese Knotweed is present in the west of this area and 
unfortunately a trampled desire line passes through this area with Japanese Knotweed trampled 
out onto the amenity mown grassland area to the west of the site.   
 
Compartment 6 - Neutral grassland 
An old fence line separates this dry grassland from the swamp/fen vegetation running alongside 
the north of the brook.  This fence appears to be marking the edge of an old trackway which runs 
east-west along the valley bottom.  Part of an old fence line is also present on the northern side of 
the trackway. 
 
In places, mainly between the two fences and in the west, the sward is more open and herb rich 
and seems to be growing on thinner soils.  Grasses present include abundant Yorkshire-fog and 
False Oat-grass along with Common Bent, Reed Canary-grass (localised), Tufted Hair-grass, 
Sweet Vernal-grass, Rough meadow-grass, Cock's-foot and Sheep's-fescue.  A range of herbs 
were recorded including Meadow Vetchling, Common Knapweed, Greater Burnet, Lesser 
Stitchwort, Sneezewort, Wild Angelica, Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil, Cat's-ear and Meadowsweet 
along with Meadow and Creeping Buttercups, Ribwort Plantain, Red Clover, Yarrow, Common 
Hogweed, Rosebay Willowherb, Hairy Sedge, Common Sorrel and Common Ragwort.  The sward 
is unmanaged and bramble is present along with very young Oak and Hazel saplings. 
 
In the west there are patches of more disturbed, improved ground where White Clover, Rye-grass, 
Chickweed and Greater Plantain are present.  There is also a patch of Common Bird's-foot-trefoil 
here. 
 
Above the fence line in the north the soil appears to be thicker and the sward has a lusher growth 
being taller and ranker.  This lush grass growth is shading out the herbs which are present.  Here 
the sward is dominated by False Oat-grass but some herbs are still present including Great 
Burnet, Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil, Wild Angelica and Common Knapweed.  A patch of Hawthorn 
and Bramble scrub with Oak trees is present in the middle of the grassland.  
 
On the edges of the grassland the sward grades into tall ruderal herbs and bramble scrub. 
 
A number of non native poplars (White Poplar / Aspen) have been planted on the grassland in the 
north. 
 
This area of grassland is predominantly present on the north valley slope and is south facing.  This 
warm sheltered location means the grassland is likely to be of good value for invertebrates and a 
number of butterflies were recorded here including Peacock, Meadow Brown, Large Skipper and 
Common Blue. 
 
Area of wet grassland within compartment 6 
This area is in contrast to the drier areas of grassland on either side.  It connects into the area of 
swamp vegetation alongside the brook.  Species present include Reed Canary-grass, Water Mint, 
Greater Burnet, Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil, Hard Rush, Soft-rush, Marsh Bedstraw, Oval Sedge, 
Yorkshire-fog and a young Alder sapling. 
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Spur to the east of amenity grassland (linking main western block of the site with southern 
valley) - habitats similar to those within compartments 1, 5 and 6 
This area runs alongside the brook to the east of the amenity grassland and connects the wider 
area of the valley in the west to the wooded valley in the south.  It comprises brook side vegetation 
with swamp areas grading into unmanaged False Oat-grass grassland, with tree / shrub planting 
on the slopes adjoining the amenity grassland area. 
 
Species present include Meadowsweet, Hemlock Water-dropwort, Brooklime, Common Nettle, 
False Oat-grass, Meadow Foxtail, Rough Meadow-grass, Reed Canary-grass, Yorkshire-fog, 
Cleavers, Bramble, Red Campion, Foxglove, Common Sorrel, Meadow Vetchling, Hairy Sedge, 
Greater Burnet, Soft-rush, Broad Leaved-Dock, Lesser Stitchwort and Common Hogweed. 
 
Willow, Sycamore and Alder trees are present along the brookside. 
 
Tree and shrub planting on the slopes include Hazel, Rowan, Blackthorn, Aspen and non native  
rose species. 
 
A 2m path has been mown through the tall False Oat-grass dominated grassland 
 
Compartment 7 – Semi-natural woodland 
Just south of the amenity grassland and an area of woodland plantation is an area of Willow and 
Hazel scrub.   
 
In the south of the site the valley becomes steeper sided and supports more semi-natural looking 
woodland including tree species such as Oak, Hazel, Ash, Elder and Alder.  The slopes above the 
woodland support tall unmanaged grassland / ruderal herb species. 
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Management recommendations 
 
If resources are restricted, the management should primarily focus on restoring and maintaining 
the semi-natural habitats with good biodiversity value, such as the grassland, swamp / fen, semi-
natural woodland in the south and scrub.  Improvement of the biodiversity value of other habitats, 
such as tall ruderal herb and plantation woodland should be the secondary focus.   
 
As well as being of considerable value to wildlife the site is likely to be of high value to local 
residents.  The area is well used by the public, with many informal paths crossing the site.  
Currently many of the informal paths cross through and alongside tall vegetation and scrub.  Many 
people may feel uneasy walking through areas like this.  Management to prevent further scrub 
encroachment and to cut areas of tall herb and grassland on rotation will be of benefit both to the 
wildlife and the public using the site.  Active management of the site should ideally be carried out 
with the involvement of local residents.  This should help encourage a sense of ownership of the 
site and may allow a greater amount of management work to be undertaken in times of restricted 
resources. 
 
The site was once used as farmland and most likely as pastureland.  The herb rich grassland is 
ancient in origin and has developed through many centuries of low intensity grazing.  It would 
therefore be ideal to manage the site with some element of grazing, however, given the high public 
usage of the site and other considerations such as grazing infrastructure (fencing, water provision 
etc.) stock grazing seems unlikely to be feasible.  The management recommendations given 
below have been written with the assumption that grazing is unfeasible.   
 
Cutting can be used as an alternative management technique on land which has been traditionally 
grazed.  However, whilst this will help restore and maintain the botanical diversity of the grassland, 
cutting has an extreme impact on fauna using the area due to the sudden and uniform loss of 
available habitat and habitat structure.  Where cutting is being introduced to previously grazed 
land or land that has been unmanaged for some time, such as on this site, it is best to take a 
precautionary approach and try to strike a balance between retaining structure diversity for 
invertebrates and small mammals and maintaining / enhancing the botanical diversity of the 
grassland.  These management prescriptions have been written with this in mind. 
 
Invasive species 
Japanese Knotweed is a highly invasive non native plant.  A number of stands were seen in the 
south of the site and their location close to / on informal paths is likely to help spread the plant 
across the site and the local area.  Eradication of Japanese Knotweed is a high priority.   
 
It is advised that a thorough search and mapping exercise for Japanese Knotweed is undertaken 
across the whole site to ensure all stands are targeted.  
 

Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) 
1. Japanese Knotweed is the most invasive species of plant in Britain.  It causes significant 

damage to native flora and fauna as it rapidly spreads and shades out all native vegetation.  It 
spreads extremely quickly, by its stems and rhizomes, which can extend for up to 7m (23') 
underground from the clump.  The crown, located at the base of the stem, will produce new 
plants.  It also has the ability to generate a new plant from a tiny piece of vegetation.  The 
stems die back in winter and take up to three years to decompose.   It should not be 
composted, nor removed from a site without a waste license.   

2. Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) it is an offence to plant or otherwise cause the 
species to grow in the wild.  

3. Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, all parts of Japanese knotweed and any soil 
contaminated with it are classified as controlled waste and must be disposed of by a licensed 
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waste control operator at a licensed landfill site. Hence legislation puts a duty of care on 
landowners to be proactive in the control and eradication of Japanese Knotweed.  

4. Chemical control is the recommended control method, normally glyphosate, applied in early 
autumn.  

5. Application by stem injection or weed wiper is preferable, to reduce the impact on the 
surrounding vegetation.  

6. Stem injection involves injecting a concentrate of glyphosate herbicide into each cane of the 
weed using specialist equipment specifically designed in the treatment of Japanese Knotweed. 
Two or three applications per season, over several years, may be necessary for effective 
control.  

7. Herbicide must only be applied by trained and competent persons.  
8. Only certain herbicides should be used in or near water and you may need approval by 

Environment Agency.   
 

Further information can be found on the Environment Agency website under the 'the knotweed 
code of practice – managing Japanese knotweed on development sites'. 
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/31364.aspx 
 
Contact the Environment Agency with any queries about Japanese Knotweed control and disposal 
on email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk or telephone 08708 506 506 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/sectors/31364.aspx
mailto:enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Management compartment prescriptions  
Please refer to the map for compartment locations 
 
Management prescriptions relating to the site as a whole: 

 No drainage should be undertaken. 

 Do not apply any nutrients such as fertilisers, organic manures, slag or waste materials.  The 
application of fertilisers stimulates the growth of a few competitive grasses and, as the grasses 
are better at taking advantage of the rapid release of nutrients when the fertiliser is applied, 
they out compete the herbs and over time many types of wild flowers are lost.   

 No cultivation should be carried out. 

 Restrict weed control to mechanical methods or spot treatment with herbicide. 
 

Management compartment 1: Tall swamp/ fen community   

Management 
Objective 

Maintain the mosaic of open tall swamp habitat with scattered scrub / trees. 
Management of scrub should seek to maintain the maximum areas of scrub edge 
(scattered scrub is of more value to wildlife than dense stands of scrub). 

Management Actions Timing 
 

Frequency 

Monitor development of shrubs / trees within the swamp 
areas.  If they increase in cover, selectively remove 
individuals to maintain open habitat and prevent from 
developing into woodland.   
For example: Scattered Willows are present through the 
swamp areas.  The current levels are fine but monitor to 
check that willow does not start to significantly increase in 
cover. 

Ongoing 
monitoring. 
Any shrub / tree 
removal should 
take place 
between October 
and Feb. 

Monitor every few 
years and 
remove 
individuals as 
required.   

Cut back bramble scrub encroaching into swamp areas 
from the edges and monitor for further encroachment. 

October  to  
February  

Monitor yearly 
and cut back as 
required 

Re-assess swamp area in 5 years.   
It may be necessary in future to cut areas of the swamp to 
maintain open habitat and prevent it from developing into 
ruderal herbs and scrubbing over.  If areas are to be cut, 
patches should be cut on rotation to leave some areas 
uncut each year and cuttings should be removed. 
 

Re-assess in 
summer. 
 
Any cutting 
should take place 
over the winter. 

In 5 years 

Otherwise leave undisturbed. 
 

Ongoing Ongoing  

 

Management compartment 2: Scrub  

Management 
Objective 

Maintain the scrub margins between woodland and grassland whilst preventing 
further encroachment.   
Management of scrub should seek to maintain the maximum areas of scrub edge 
(scattered scrub is of more value to wildlife than dense stands of scrub). 

Management Actions Timing 
 

Frequency 

Cut back bramble scrub encroaching into the grassland 
and swamp areas from the edges and monitor for further 
encroachment. 

October  to  February 
(outside fruiting and 
bird breeding season) 

Monitor yearly 
and cut back 
as required 

Remove tee saplings encroaching into scrub in order to 
maintain scrub edge and prevent development into 
woodland. 

October to February As required 

Otherwise leave undisturbed N/A N/A 



The Biological Heritage Site Project is a partnership between Lancashire County Council, The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and N. Merseyside and Natural England.  The 

partnership works with District Councils in Lancashire and landowners / land managers to deliver positive action for biodiversity.  

 

Management compartment 3: Tall ruderal herbs  

Management 
Objective 

Enhance the biodiversity value. 

Management Actions Timing 
 

Frequency 

Cut back some areas of tall ruderal herbs on rotation to create 
more open habitat. 
Areas alongside informal paths could also be cut back on 
rotation to create more diversity of structure and create more 
open space for the benefit of the public (the paths are currently 
very enclosed by tall vegetation) 
 
Cuttings should be removed within a few days. 
 

September to 
February  

Cut different 
areas on 
rotation yearly 

Leave some areas to develop into scrub. 
 

Ongoing  Ongoing 

 

Management compartment 4: Acidic grassland 

Management 
Objective 

The grassland was the primary reason for identification of the valley as a Biological 
Heritage Site.  Manage to recover botanical diversity whilst maintaining habitat for 
small mammals and invertebrates. 

Management Actions Timing 
 

Frequency 

See below under compartment 6 
 

  

 

Management compartment 5: Secondary / plantation woodland 

Management 
Objective 

Enhance the biodiversity value of the woodland. 
These areas of plantation woodland have limited value to biodiversity, in part due to 
the young age of the trees and in part due to the frequency of non native tree and 
shrub species.  
 

Management Actions Timing 
 

Frequency 

High priority is to eradicate Japanese Knotweed.  Stands were 
observed in the south of the site (see map). 
 

See specific 
advice 

Until 
eradicated  

Thin trees where the canopy is dense and the ground flora sparse, 
focusing on removing non natives.   
Thinning trees will allow more space for the remaining trees to grow 
and will allow more light to reach the ground thus allowing more plants 
to grow in the understorey and ground flora.   
 

October to 
February 

Ongoing 

Non natives should ideally be removed and replaced with native tree 
and shrub species.  Non native trees and shrubs are of a much lower 
value to biodiversity compared to natives.  For example: research has 
shown that native Oak has 284 associated insect species and 324 
associated lichen species whereas Sweet Chestnut has 5 associated 
insect species (no data on number of associated lichen species).     
 

October to 
February 

Ongoing 

Potential to install bird and bat boxes to provide roosting and nesting 
opportunities 
 

N/A N/A 
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Management compartment 6 and 4: Neutral and acidic grassland  

Management 
Objective 

The grassland was the primary reason for identification of the valley as a Biological 
Heritage Site.  Manage to recover botanical diversity whilst maintaining habitat for 
small mammals and invertebrates. 

Management Actions Timing 
 

Frequency 

Remove non native trees (white poplar / aspen has been 
planted in the north of the grassland area). 

October to February ASAP 

Remove any shrub and tree saplings establishing in the 
grassland  
 

Before cutting grassland.  
Any removal of more 
mature trees / shrubs 
should take place 
between October and 
February to avoid the bird 
breeding season. 

Monitor 
every few 
years and 
remove 
individuals 
as required.   

Cut back encroaching bramble scrub. 
 

October to February As required 

Cut patches of grassland on a 2 year rotation so that 
areas of cut and uncut grassland are present each year.  
The same area should be cut once every 2 years.   
 
Take care not to "scalp" the turf as this will damage the 
sward and create bare ground providing opportunities for 
problem weed species to establish. 
 
Do not access with machinery when ground conditions 
are damp as this will cause rutting and damage the soil.   
 
Rake up and remove the cuttings within a few days 
(approx. 4).  It is very important that cuttings are removed 
within a few days otherwise they will smother the plants 
and will increase the nutrient levels of the soil, resulting in 
a decline of botanical diversity.  Cuttings should be hand 
raked and then either removed of site loose or baled up 
and removed off the site.  
 
A pedestrian baler kit (including a mower, hay rake and 
mountain baler) is owned by Melling-w-Wrayton Parish 
Council and can be hired out for a small charge to help 
cover maintenance and also to cover fuel costs. This kit 
is ideal to use on difficult to access sites / steep terrain.  
The equipment is operated by one man but 
loading/unloading and connecting and disconnecting 
equipment is best done with an assistant on site.  Their 
Parish Lengthsman can operate the kit and it might be 
possible to train up someone in the local group for future 
years.  
The contacts for the baler are: 
In the first instance John Marsh johnmarg1@onetel.com   
015242 22106 
Or, if you can't hold of him John, Steve Loy   
steve@stevelesloy.freeserve.co.uk    015242 21084 
 

It is recommended that a 
cut is carried out in late 
Sept / early Oct.  This 
should allow all herbs 
time to flower and set 
seed and also minimise 
the impact on 
invertebrates.   
 
It is important that 
cuttings are raked up and 
removed within a few 
days 

Every year 
such that 
each area is 
cut once 
every 2 
years. 

mailto:johnmarg1@onetel.com
mailto:steve@stevelesloy.freeserve.co.uk
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Cut half the acidic area of grassland (compartment 4) 
each year and remove the cuttings within a few days. 
 

Late Sept / early Oct  Cut half 
each year 

Re-assess the botanical diversity of the grassland in 5 
years.   
 
It may be necessary to cut some areas every year or 
twice a year to fully restore the botanical diversity.  
However, cutting once every two years may be sufficient 
to restore some botanical diversity and at least maintain 
the current interest.  If cutting some areas every year 
remember to leave some areas uncut to provide habitat 
for small mammals and invertebrates. 
 

During the flowering 
season  

Ideally 
every 5 
years 

Do not plant any shrubs or trees across the remaining 
grassland area. 
 

Ongoing Ongoing 

 

Management compartment 7: Semi-natural woodland  

Management 
Objective 

Maintain the biodiversity value of the woodland. 
 

Management Actions Timing 
 

Frequency 

Leave fallen and standing dead wood in situ.   
Old and dead trees are particularly valuable for wildlife and should not 
be felled.  More than a fifth of the fauna of woodland may depend on 
dead and decaying old trees.   
 

Ongoing Ongoing 

Potential to install bird and bat boxes to provide additional nesting and 
roosting opportunities. 
 

N/A N/A 

Otherwise leave undisturbed 
 

Ongoing Ongoing 

 
 
Rebecca Stevens 
Ecologist 
March 2011 
 
 
 


